
Q & A/Talking Points 
Enrollment Freeze for Lake Murray Elementary School 

 
On Monday, January 8, 2018, the Lexington-Richland School District Five School Board 

approved a plan to address the increasing enrollment at Lake Murray Elementary School. 
 
  

What is an Enrollment Freeze? 
  
·         An enrollment freeze is an administrative (or district-level) action that impacts building 
capacity by redirecting an incoming student population from overcrowded schools to schools 
with available space. 
 
Who would be impacted by the Enrollment Freeze? 
  
·         New residents who are zoned to attend Lake Murray Elementary School will be impacted. 
  
How would the enrollment freeze work? 
  
·         Only students/families who “move into” the LMES attendance zone after an agreed upon 
date (Jan. 22, 2018) will be impacted by the Freeze. 
  
·         All new students/families will be administratively reassigned to a neighboring school with 
available space and capacity for additional students. 
  
Where would District Five students impacted by the Enrollment Freeze be reassigned? 
  
·         Students will be reassigned administratively to Ballentine Elementary and Chapin 
Elementary. 
  
When will the Enrollment Freeze begin? 
  
·        The  Enrollment Freeze will start on Jan. 22, 2018 (the start of a new semester). 
  
How will students be transported? 
  
·         Optional transportation will transport students (to and from) Lake Murray Elementary to an 
identified neighboring school in the morning and afternoon. 
  
Why not rezone? 
  
·         Rezoning prompted by the opening of a new school is difficult. Rezoning prompted by mere 
balancing of enrollments are very difficult. District leaders feel that rezoning is a temporary fix 



that impacts the same families over and over again. It breaks a covenant that the district and 
school has made with the affected families. 
·         The district has said that the best, permanent solution is building an additional school in the 
Chapin cluster, and it continues to find the funds to do this. For now, the enrollment freeze is the 
most viable option as they work towards a more permanent solution. 
  
How will this impact start and end times for schools? 
  
·         School start times for Ballentine Elementary, Lake Murray Elementary and Chapin 
Elementary will not be impacted by the Enrollment Freeze. 
  
You may also be asked: 
  
·         What happens when Chapin Elementary and Ballentine Elementary reaches capacity? How 
will this impact? How long will the freeze be in place (how many years)? What if someone has 
documents on a home sale before Jan. 22, does that secure them a spot at Lake Murray 
Elementary? 
  
Any further questions should be directed to the district’s Office of Planning and Administration at 
476-8121. More information is available online at www.lexrich5.org/LMESEnrollmentFreeze. 
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